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27 NURSES NOW FULLY TRAINED AND CERTIFIED IN PAEDIATRIC CANCER CARE

Bridgetown, Barbados, February 01, 2019 - Twenty-seven nurses drawn from five countries across the
region have all successfully completed specialised training in the care of children with cancer and
other blood disorders.

The nurses all successfully completed the Paediatric Haematology/Oncology Nursing Diploma
Programme at the University of the West Indies School of Nursing in Trinidad, with the last cohort
finishing last April.

Twenty-six of the 27 nurses from Barbados, The Bahamas, Jamaica, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, who completed the specialised one-year programme, were part of SickKids-Caribbean
Initiative.

In 2013, with the support of SickKids Foundation the SickKids-Caribbean Initiative (SCl), a partnership
with the University of the West Indies (UWI), Ministries of Health, hospitals and institutions in six
Caribbean countries was established. This partnership focuses on building sustainable local capacity to
diagnose, treat, and manage paediatric cancers and blood disorders.

Regional bank CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank also came on board with the initiative pledging
USDS$1 million over a seven-year period (2014 - 2020) through its charitable arm, FirstCaribbean
International Comtrust Foundation. As nurse training partner, the bank funded the full training for all
but one of the 27 nurses.

“We are truly proud to be a partner with SCI and to support the life-changing work they have been
doing across the region to ensure that hundreds of children diagnosed with cancers or blood disorders
have access to the very best care delivered by trained professionals,” said Colette Delaney, Chair of
the FirstCaribbean International ComTrust Foundation and Chief Executive Officer of CIBC
FirstCaribbean International Bank.

“The work of the dedicated doctors and nurses of SCI have greatly improved the outcomes and
enhanced the quality of care and quality of life for so many of our most vulnerable citizens - our
children,” Ms. Delaney added.

Officials of SickKids recently paid a courtesy call on Ms. Delaney where they updated her on the great
strides which have been made in the treatment and management of paediatric cancer cases across the
region.

To date the SCI has significantly improved the diagnosis and care of scores of children across the
region. In Jamaica and St. Lucia alone 57, 790 newborn sickle cell disease screening tests were
conducted.



In addition, seven telemedicine centres were established, 302 consultations have taken place, 179
specialized diagnostic tests were done on patients newly diagnosed with leukemia, 528 patients were
registered in local oncology databases, 21 lectures held on the work of SCI and three doctors trained
under the Haematology/Oncology fellowship programme.

The initiative has also added to the library of regional medical literature and resources with the
completion of five supportive care guidelines and five clinical care guidelines documents. Seven custom
built local data bases were established in SCI partner hospitals to record and track patients and seven
local data managers hired and trained in those territories.
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rses and educators pause for a photo outside the UWI School of Nursing in Trinidad.
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About CIBC FirstCaribbean

CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management
segments. We are located in sixteen (16) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking
services that fit our customers’ lives through approximately 3,000 employees in 68 branches and
offices. We are one of the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and
Dutch speaking Caribbean, with over US$11 billion in assets and market capitalization of US $2 billion.
We also have an office in Hong Kong. The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC
FirstCaribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from
banking in the Caribbean since 1836.

CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.

For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter ,
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube.

Media contact:
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office;
telephone: 246 367 2248; fax: 246 421 7148 and email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com.
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