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News Release 
 
CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN ANNOUNCES FOUR NEW FULL SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE NAME OF RETIRING FIRST 

FEMALE CEO 
Scholarships in Business or Banking & Finance tenable at any UWI Campus 

 
 

Bridgetown, Barbados 28 October 2022. CIBC FirstCaribbean has announced four new one-off 
scholarships for female finance students in honour of retiring Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Colette 
Delaney, the first woman to head the regional bank. 
 
In making the announcement recently, incoming CEO Mark St. Hill hailed his predecessor as a 
“champion for women, girls and diversity and inclusion at our bank.”  
 
He said the bank could not think of a more fitting tribute to honour Delaney, a career banker who has 
been with the bank for the past nine years and CEO for the past four, than to “offer these scholarships 
to four deserving young women from across the region.” 
 
The Colette Delaney Scholarship for Women in Business Studies will allow four young women across 
the Caribbean region to realise their dreams of pursuing studies in the field of Business or Banking & 
Finance at the UWI campus of their choice.  
 
St. Hill said during her tenure Colette set up the Women’s Network for females in the bank - a support 
group for senior females in the bank as they navigate the corporate world. She also placed renewed 
emphasis on developing regional people, evidenced by the number of management training 
programmes for senior leadership and mentorship programmes for employees at all levels that were 
established. 
 
He added that she also promoted a number of regional people to the bank’s Senior Executive Team. 
 
St. Hill said Colette, the immediate past Chair of the bank’s charitable arm, the FirstCaribbean 
International ComTrust Foundation, took a deep satisfaction in the impact the work of the foundation 
had on communities and institutions across the region, especially its award of scores of undergraduate 
and post-graduate scholarships every year to students of the University of the West Indies. 
 
Delaney said she was “touched and truly honoured that four deserving young women across the region 
will have another route to educational advancement with these scholarships offered by the bank.” 
 
Colette’s appointment as Chief Executive Officer, the first woman to be appointed to the role, was a 
landmark in the bank’s history. She brought to her tenure as CEO the steady hand that the bank needed 
especially during turbulence caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Her ability to reassure both employees 
and clients of the bank’s stability and support helped to assuage the concerns of our various 
stakeholders during that testing period. 
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About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in fifteen (15) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services through approximately 2,800 employees in 64 branches and offices. We are one of the largest 
regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 
billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1.3 billion. We also have a representative office in 
Hong Kong that provides business development and relationship management for our fund 
administration. The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends 
to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the 
Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches, and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world. For more information about CIBC 
FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
 
Media contact: 
 
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office 
Telephone: 246 367 2248; Fax: 246 421 7148 and Email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com  
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