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CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN SUPPORTS THE YOUTH IN THEIR EFFORTS  

TO BRING ATTENTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE     

 

Bridgetown, Barbados, July 12, 2022: - The Ashley Lashley Foundation is to be complimented as the 

organising group for bringing together a number of young people recently for the Barbados Youth 
Climate Action Summit and Expo at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre. 
 
Under the theme “Beyond Talk, More Action” the conference focused on various areas where the youth 
can bring attention to what is happening in the world with a view to getting people to understand how 
their behaviours – good and bad - can make a difference to our world. 
 
There was much support for the conference, as Barbados hosted youth from Uganda, India and Mexico 
while there were young people from other countries online for the many sessions and who conversed 
with the experts that spoke on various topics.  During the first day of the conference there was a link 
up with a similar event taking place live in the Bahamas.  
 
The young activists received support from several corporate entities who recognised the sterling work 
being done by the youth to get action on this most important world issue. CIBC FirstCaribbean was one 
of the entities offering support and Director Retail Banking Channels, Michelle Whitelaw passed 
through the LESC to visit the summit and see how the activities were taking place.  She visited with 
Ashley Lashley, the head of the foundation and the driving force behind the summit, who took her on a 
short tour of the Expo.  
 
Ashley explained that the support from the bank allowed the foundation to pull off and execute the 
summit with the young people and referred to the march where hundreds of students staged a walk to 
show their interest in what is happening to the environment.  
 
When they visited the Wall of Ambassadors, she explained to Ms Whitelaw how the Ambassadors were 
chosen and the environmental work they do in their various areas.  
 
Ms Whitelaw also expressed interest in the ‘Colourist’, an exhibit where self-taught artist Alisha Smith 
displayed her paintings of the various landscapes, which she said showcased her appreciation of and 
the beauty of the earth. She added that this was her way of playing her role in the preservation of the 
environment.  
 

-Ends- 
 
 
About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 



CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in fifteen (15) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services through approximately 2,800 employees in 64 branches and offices. We are one of the largest 
regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 
billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1.3 billion. We also have a representative office in 
Hong Kong that provides business development and relationship management for our fund 
administration. The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends 
to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the 
Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches, and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world. 
 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
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Ashley Lashley explains to Michelle Whitelaw about the Environmental Ambassadors whose pictures were mounted 

in the entrance to the main summit hall. 

 



The Colourist Alisha Smith (right) explains some of the details in her painting to Ashley Lashley (left) and Michelle 
Whitelaw. 

 




