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SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AT BTC AND UPTON GARDENS CENTRE GET A BOOST FROM  

CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN 

 

Castries, January 11, 2022; The acquisition of new equipment by the Upton Gardens Girls Centre 

and Boys Training Centre (BTC) will assist the institutions in expanding the skills training options 

available to their students at the start of the new year. The two institutions provide a safe space for 

vulnerable and at-risk teens and young adults, and provide remedial support in areas such as 

mentoring, counselling and skills training.  

With the support of CIBC FirstCaribbean Bank, the clothing and textile programme at The Upton Garden 

Girls Centre is now equipped with a number of new sewing machines while the BTC is now in possession 

of new welding equipment. 

One of the aims of the centers is to graduate young adults who are self-sufficient. In accepting the bank’s 

contribution to this effort, Upton Gardens Girls Centre director Jacqueline Massiah-Simeon said that “The 

machines will go a long way in enhancing their sewing skills and creating opportunities to become 

entrepreneurs upon completion of the programme”. BTC Director Wang Sonson noted the singular role 

of skills acquisition in “becoming more marketable when reintegrated into the community.”  

 

CIBC FirstCaribbean also made a XCD1500.00 contribution to the Dunnator School to purchase books and 

supplies for the school’s library. The books were required to develop the habits of reading among the 

students and also to improve their motor skills. Dunnator Schools caters to clients ranging in age from 5-

25 with special needs associated with varying disabilities.  
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About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in sixteen (16) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services that fit our customers’ lives through approximately 3,000 employees in 68 branches and 
offices. We are one of the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and 
Dutch speaking Caribbean, with over US$11 billion in assets and market capitalization of US $2 billion.  
We also have an office in Hong Kong. The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC 
FirstCaribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from 
banking in the Caribbean since 1836.  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.  

 



For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
 
Media contact: 
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office; 
telephone: 246 367 2248; fax: 246 421 7148 and email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com.  
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