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News Release 

 

STUDENTS GET HEADS-UP ON CAREERS IN BANKING 

 

Bridgetown, Barbados Day, 6 December 2022. Chief Executive Officer of CIBC FirstCaribbean Mark 

St. Hill believes that students should focus on getting a strong educational foundation and while they may 
favour a specific career, they should not 'lockdown" themselves. 
 
"Pick an area, enjoy it but try to get as much education as possible before you start work," Mr. St. Hill told 
four students, Omari Cheltenham of St. Leonard's Boys; Caleb Collymore, Coleridge & Parry; Dario Cox, 
Combermere; and Micah Pitt of Queen's College who were chosen to participate in the bank's International 
Men's Day outreach activity to secondary schools. This year, the activity was done a little later than the 
traditional 19th November day.  
 
At the start of the day, all four who have an interest in finance or business said they were grateful to be 
selected by their schools and would seek to gain as much as possible from the opportunity. Omari 
Cheltenham said he expected to get an insight into the working of the bank which would be helpful as he 
plots his future career path, while Caleb Collymore said he was looking forward to the event and learning 
as much as possible. 
 
During their official welcome, they got their first taste about CIBC FirstCaribbean when Mr. St. Hill 
explained that CIBC FirstCaribbean was best described as a finance company, driven by technology and he 
suggested that in addition to pursuing subjects traditionally associated with banking, those entering the 
field need to keep an eye on technology and data. He said that information security was critical to the 
bank and those working to maintain the security system in such institutions were currently few and in 
demand. 
 
Hill's advice not to lock themselves down was reinforced by Managing Director of Barbados Operating 
Company, Donna Wellington during her session, when she cited herself as an example, having started 
outside the banking sector but eventually taking opportunities that led to her current position. She added 
that she had to work while studying, which was challenging though not impossible, therefore, she too 
suggested that students do as much academic work as they could, before entering the world of work. 
 
It was from Chief Administration Officer Neil Brennan, who is in charge of the bank’s human resources, 
that the students got knowledge of the several career streams in the bank. He said that several areas which 
they might not associate with banking but were part of the company include law, marketing, technology 
and looking after real estate. He added that like many organisations today, the bank was interested in the 
environment and reducing its carbon footprint, therefore this was another area with career possibilities. 
 
During the day, the students visited and were engaged by officials at the bank's branch at the Dome Mall 
in Warren's; as well as various departments including risk management, marketing and technology.  
 
At the end, they said they had learnt a lot. Micah Pitt described the exercise as valuable, noting that he 
got an insight into how the bank operated and was grateful to have gathered information about the various 
positions available. But he said the point which stood out and remains with him is that one must not think 
that a career path must be or will be straight. This, he said was obvious to him after meeting top officials 
who started with one thing in mind but embraced growth and opportunities and were now in positions, they 
might not have initially thought about, but in which they were satisfied. 
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Fellow participant, Dario Cox said the event broadened his view on the commercial bank which he 
previously viewed almost entirely from a retail perspective. At the start, he was not settled on a career 
path though he cited Business and Finance, Accounting, Sports Coaching, and International Cricket as his 
forerunners.  But he said during the exercise, he had seen some more interesting areas including technology 
and customer complaints. 
 
 

Caption:  Students Caleb Collymore, Coleridge & Parry; Omari Cheltenham, St. Leonard’s Boys; Dario 
Cox, Combermere; Micah Cox Queen’s College interacting with Head, Credit Underwriting & Portfolio 
Management • Corporate & Investment Banking Jeffrey Newton. 
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CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief Executive Officer Mark St. Hill chatting with Omari Cheltenham (centre) 
and Caleb Moore. 

Ends 

 
 
 
About CIBC FirstCaribbean 

CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in fifteen (15) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking services 
through approximately 2,800 employees in 64 branches and offices. We are one of the largest regionally 
listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 billion in 
assets and market capitalization of US$1.3 billion. We also have a representative office in Hong Kong 
that provides business development and relationship management for our fund administration. The face 
of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these changes with 
the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836. 
 

CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches, and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world. For more information about CIBC 
FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 

http://www.cibcfcib.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIBCFCIB/
https://twitter.com/CIBC_FCIB?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cibc-firstcaribbean-international-bank/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/cibcfirstcaribbean/
https://youtube.com/user/CIBCFirstCaribbean
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Media contact: 
 
Donna Wellington, Managing Director – Barbados and Eastern Caribbean, CIBC FirstCaribbean, 4th Floor, 
Michael Mansoor Building, Warrens, St. Michael; telephone:  246 467 8715; email: 
donna.wellington@cibcfcib.com 
 
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office 
Telephone: 246 367 2248; Fax: 246 421 7148 and Email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com
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