
 

For Immediate Release 

  

CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN Helps Students ‘Stay Cool At School’  

 

 

Bridgetown, Barbados, 20 September 2023 – Staff from the Technology, Infrastructure & 

Innovation Department at CIBC FirstCaribbean have answered the call to help supply fans for 

students at our schools with the initial donation of four high velocity fans to the third forms at 

Deighton Griffith Secondary School.  

Even before the appeal was made on a national level, Form Teacher Shenice Murray who was 

looking for water bottles for her students reached out to a contact at CIBC FirstCaribbean 

hoping that they had some branded water bottles that she could procure for her students as a 

welcome back to school gift. 

Since they didn’t have the numbers required following a recent promotion, they offered to help in 

another way as she explained that her classroom can get really hot and maybe some fans 

would help.   

Fast forward to the first day of school when the 20” high velocity fans, designed for industrial 

use were delivered and installed by the school’s maintenance team. Then on day two, the team 

from the bank turned up to check on the installation and speak with the students.  

While discussing the fans, the consensus was that each form could use a second fan and so the 

team went off to get them four more fans for the other two 3rd form classrooms. Deputy Principal 

Martha Russell commented on the quietness of the fans because noisy fans would have 

disturbed the studying in the room.  

Asked how they were beating the heat, Ms. Murray said that some parents had donated fans for 

some classes and some teachers actually walked with their own fans just to keep cool.  

In order to encourage her students to drink water and be mindful of the heat, Ms. Murray and 

her class have adopted the slogan ‘Stay Cool at School.’ 

Principal Major Michael Boyce thanked the members of the Technology, Infrastructure & 

Innovation Team for their generous donation stating “We are very grateful for the assistance 

and for remembering us at this time. Deighton Griffith is known for its civic engagement, and we 

always want the students to do more, and I believe that this will gift will help to encourage them 

to go out and do more in their community. Thank you.” 

 
-End- 



 

Caption: In our Photo Keia Watkins Compliance Officer at CIBC First Caribbean presents the other fan to one of the 

students of Form 3.3 (who is also a star football player) Looking on from left Kim Stanton Director Operations CIBC 

FirstCaribbean, Martha Russell Deputy Principal, the other members of Form 3.3, Form teacher Ms. Murray and far 

right Principal Major Michael Boyce. 

 

 
About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial 
services through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and 
Wealth Management segments. We are located in twelve (12) countries around the Caribbean, 
providing the banking services through approximately 2,700 employees in 48 branches and 
offices. We are one of the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English 
and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1 
billion. We also have a representative office in Hong Kong that provides business development 
and relationship management for our fund administration. The face of banking is changing 
throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, 
integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global 
financial institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three 
major business units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - 
CIBC offers a full range of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking 
network, branches and offices across Canada with offices in the United States and around the 
world.  
 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
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