
 

 

For Immediate Release 

STUDENTS SPEND THE DAY WITH CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN EXECUTIVES 

Bridgetown, Barbados, 14 March 2023.   “I didn’t know that a work environment could be so friendly 

and inviting,” Kisa Greene said after spending International Women’s Day at CIBC FirstCaribbean 

International Bank. 

The Princess Margaret Secondary School Head Girl was one of ten female students who had the 

opportunity to spend the day, tour the bank’s various departments and engage top officials including 

Chief Executive Officer, Mark St. Hill; Managing Director, Barbados & the Eastern Caribbean, Donna 

Wellington; Chief Auditor, Khadija Bourne; Director, Retail Banking Channels, Michelle Whitelaw and 

Head of International Corporate Banking, Suediann Conliffe. 

Greene said she was unaware that the bank had so many departments and such a wide variety of jobs. 

“Now, if I am looking for a career in the banking industry, I have a better insight into what I could 

choose and some idea of how to get there. The experience could help me to decide what not to 

choose,” she added.  

Latish Corbin, a sixth-form student of the Christ Church Foundation School described the day as 

“enjoyable and yet full of learning” opportunities. Corbin, who is studying business-related subjects 

said she had gained a lot of knowledge about how the bank works and it helped her to decide what 

career she could gear herself for in banking or the financial sector. 

The bank CEO’s career was mentioned as an example that one could start at the beginning and yet rise 

to the top. He started as a teller at the Wildey Branch of the bank’s heritage bank, Barclays.  

St. Hill also told the students that they should be encouraged by the number of women holding top 

positions in the bank. He explained that this was not by special design but rather because the women 

were qualified for the jobs.  

Greene, Corbin and the other secondary school students -Destinee Bruce, of Lester Vaughan; Akeelah 

George of Frederick Smith; Ashani Griffith, The Alleyne School; Deandria Kellman, St. Michael’s; Saraja 

Lambert, Combermere; Talisha Trotman, Springer Memorial; Kayla Prescod, Deighton Griffith; and 

Dakota Callender, Coleridge and Parry - heard first-hand from some of the bank’s women how they 

reached their levels. Wellington told them about the turns her career took and pointed out that a 

career path does not necessarily follow a straight line. 

She was supported by Bourne who advised them to be open to learning at all stages of their careers and 

this would help with their advancement and general self-development. Later, Whitelaw stressed the 

importance of taking an interest in one’s advancement; as an example, she said, if someone found a 

position interesting and wanted to know more about it, they should use their initiative to do so, by 

speaking with the holder of such a position or using their break to shadow that person. 

“We really hope that this exercise will help some of our students to become more focused. We’d love 

to do it with more girls but there is a limit to how many we can physically accommodate in one day, so 



we encourage the schools to select the student that they think would benefit most from the 

opportunity. The choice is totally up to the school” stated Donna Wellington.   

CIBC FirstCaribbean used the opportunity of International Women’s Day to share with girls from some 

of the island’s secondary schools not only in Barbados, but a similar exercise took place in some of the 

other territories in which the bank operates in the region. 
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Chief Executive Officer CIBC FirstCaribbean Mark St. Hill flanked by Managing Director, Barbados and the Eastern 

Caribbean Donna Wellington (left) and Chief Auditor Khadija Bourne chatting with Saraya Lambert (left) of 

Combermere School and Talisia Trotman of Springer Memorial. 

 

Executive Director, Retail and Business Banking Deepa Boucaud chatting with Head Girl of Princess Margaret 

Secondary School Kisa Greene. 

 



 

Chief Executive Officer, CIBC FirstCaribbean Mark St. Hill chatting with Christ Church Foundation School’s Latish 

Corbin while Kelly Walkes, Head, Human Resources, Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean listens intently. 

 

 

Director of Organizational Development Liza Bynoe (third right) welcomes the students to her section while 

Shakida Grant, Senior Manager Client and Employee Engagement (fourth right), Maria Boyce-Taylor, Associate 



Director, Client and Employee Engagement, Diana Leacock, Officer, Client and Employee Engagement along with 

students, Deandria Kellman, St. Michael School (left), Saraya Lambert Combermere School and Talisia Trotman 

(right) of Springer Memorial listen. 

 

 

Credit Writer Steve Linton (seated) explains his role to students Kayla Prescod of Deighton Griffith Secondary, 

Latish Corbin of Christ Church Foundation School, Talisia Trotman of Springer Memorial Secondary and Kisa Greene 

of Princess Margaret Secondary School while Director of Retail Banking Channels Michelle Whitelaw listens. 

 
About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in thirteen (13) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services through approximately 2,700 employees in 54 branches and offices. We are one of the largest 
regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 
billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1 billion. We also have a representative office in Hong 
Kong that provides business development and relationship management for our fund administration. 
The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these 
changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.  
 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 

http://www.cibcfcib.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIBCFCIB/
https://twitter.com/CIBC_FCIB?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cibc-firstcaribbean-international-bank/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/cibcfirstcaribbean/
https://youtube.com/user/CIBCFirstCaribbean
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