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WALK FOR THE CURE PROCEEDS SUPPORTING CARE AND DATA COLLECTION  

Castries, Saint Lucia, 9 March 2023: Faces of Cancer and The Saint Lucia Cancer Society are in receipt 

of the proceeds from the 2022 Walk For The Cure fundraising drive. 

On Monday March 6th representatives of the Faces of Cancer and the St. Lucia Cancer Society, 

accepted a combined total of XCD45,000 from Mr. Nigel Ollivierre, Country Manager of CIBC 

FirstCaribbean. This amount represents a little over 100% increase on the 2021 amount when the COVID 

19 Pandemic greatly impacted the annual walk.  Over the past eleven years, Walk For the Cure has 

become a reliable injection of funds to support the work of these organisations.  

 

In accepting the cheque, Mrs. Alison Chester, President of the St. Lucia Cancer Society said that 

reliable funding facilitates more than support to clients. “Our greatest contribution to the fight against 

cancer is our data collection, without which we cannot be a part of the conversation. Data helps us 

determine the number of cases locally, the number of the population at risk, the most common types 

of cancer, be able to seek or request funding”, Mrs. Chester said.  

 

According to Mrs. Chester, the collection of data is critical for the establishment of a National Cancer 

Registry.  Currently the association is advocating for “workable guidelines, systems and processes, for 

people who are unaware of the critical importance of getting tested, for those who do not have the 

means to do what is needed, and those in need of treatment, to receive treatment in a timely 

manner”. The cost of cancer care includes those associated with CT scans, surgery, chemotherapy, 

immunotherapy, hormonal therapy, radiation, PET scans, special blood tests or tissue tests and in many 

instances, reconstructive/plastic surgery, Mrs. Chester elaborated. 

 

In his remarks, local partners and walkers came in for commendation and thanks from Mr. Olivierre. 

“Eleven years is fair indicator of the strength of a partnership. After the impact of the pandemic on our 

momentum last year, $45,000 this is a toast to the partnership with our walk regulars and corporate 

supporters,” Mr. Ollivierre said; while expressing the hope that the walk will “reach and surpass the 

performance of previous years”. 

 

To date, Walk For the Cure has generated an annual average in Saint Lucia of about $40,000 and in 

2019, the Saint Lucia Walk raised $58,000. To date 2016 has recorded the best performance with some 

$75,000 being generated that year. 

 

Walk for the Cure is the FirstCaribbean ComTrust Foundation’s flagship activity and one of the 

Caribbean’s largest cancer fundraising and educational initiatives raising over USD$4 million across the 

region over the past decade. 
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About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 

 

CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in fourteen (14) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services through approximately 2,700 employees in 54 branches and offices. We are one of the largest 
regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 
billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1 billion. We also have a representative office in Hong 
Kong that provides business development and relationship management for our fund administration. 
The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these 
changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.  

 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
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Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office; 
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