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CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN CEO PAYS COURTESY CALL ON CAMPUS PRINCIPAL 

 

Bridgetown Barbados March 27, 2023: Principal of the Cave Hill Campus of the University of the West 

Indies, Professor Clive Landis has lauded the relationship between the University and CIBC FirstCaribbean 
as a model of good strategic partnership which should be emulated. 

 

Professor Landis pointed to the volume of research grants, some $82,000 issued by the bank under the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two entities, adding that no other corporate sponsor 
had done that much to fund research at the campus. 

 

He noted that topics chosen over the years were ones that impact people but that while researchers 
often complained about getting opportunities to speak to practitioners, the bank made its officials 
accessible. 

 

The Principal was speaking during a courtesy call on the campus head by the bank’s Chief Executive 
Officer, Mark St. Hill who took up that top position last November. The two entities have had a formal 
relationship under a series of MOUs, the first of which was signed in 2002. 

 

In response to the Principal, St. Hill noted the role which the UWI played in the region’s digital 
transformation and pointed out that CIBC FirstCaribbean was named the “Best Digital Transformation 
Bank 2022”, by The European, a London-based global financial publication. That award recognised the 
bank’s “efforts and strides made in digital banking, e-products, internet banking services and corporate 
banking products.” 

 

St. Hill said that over 90 per cent of the bank’s employees were UWI graduates but many people had the 
misconception that the bank’s Canadian connection meant that most of everything came from Canada 
and that was not the case. 

 

Both leaders spoke positively about several programmes under the MOU including the internship 
programme with St. Hill noting that the graduates were doing well not only at his bank but had joined 
other companies locally and internationally and were performing excellently. 

 

He said that the areas where more talent was needed included information technology and investment 
but these were areas where people could be trained through apprenticeships.  

After the official welcome and preliminary conversation, the visiting party headed by St. Hill toured the 
campus on Professor Landis’ invitation. He and other campus officials took them to several key areas on 



the compound, including the Solutions Centre which houses conference and seminar facilities. There, St. 
Hill visited the FirstCaribbean Suites where he recalled his experiences learning a foreign language.  

 

The party moved on to Quaw Quest dedicated to Quaw Williams, a freed slave who lived on the land on 
which the Cave Hill Campus is located. There, the party viewed the replicas of the ledgers that record 
Williams’ names among those of 294 other freed slaves who lived in the area.  

 

Another stop was The Errol Barrow Centre for Creative Imagination which overlooks the Usain Bolt 
Complex and the scenic West Coast. The party was able not only to enjoy the picturesque view but got 
a snapshot of track and field action that was taking place on the Ryan Brathwaite Athletic track which is 
part of the UWI Complex.  

 

The tour shared the campus’ multi-faceted focus of sports, entrepreneurial, cultural, educational and 
historic activities with the bank officials. 

 

-Ends- 

 

Principal of the Cave Hill Campus Profession Clive Landis (left) in discussion with CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief 
Executive Officer Mark St. Hill, while Business Development Officer at the Campus Sonia Johnson (second left) and 

Debra King, Director Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean listen. 

 



 

Principal of the Cave Hill Campus Profession Clive Landis hands CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief Executive Officer Mark 
St. Hill (right) a pen to sign the campus’ visitor’s book. 

 

 

CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief Executive Officer Mark St. Hill takes a closer look at some of the names of the 
enslaved at the plantation where the campus now stands as Principal of the Cave Hill Campus Profession Clive 

Landis looks on. 

 



Principal of the Cave Hill Campus Profession Clive Landis and CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief Executive Officer Mark 
St. Hill taking on of the impressive views of the West Coast from the campus including the Usain Bolt Sports 

Complex. 

 

 

 

About CIBC FirstCaribbean  

 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in thirteen (13) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services through approximately 2,700 employees in 54 branches and offices. We are one of the largest 
regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with US$13 
billion in assets and market capitalization of US$1 billion. We also have a representative office in Hong 
Kong that provides business development and relationship management for our fund administration. 
The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these 
changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean since 1836. 
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.  

 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
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https://youtube.com/user/CIBCFirstCaribbean


Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office; 
telephone: 246 367 2248; fax: 246 421 7148 and email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com.  

 


